Colonial Life Study Guide

First English Settlements

· Roanoke Colony (present-day North Carolina)
· Colonists could not adapt to the environment – the colony failed
· Jamestown (present-day Virginia)
· At first, Jamestown colonists could not adapt to the environment

· Land was swampy so people could not farm
· Insects and unhealthy water made them sick

· Later, the colonists adapted to their environment

· Grew tobacco – a cash crop that they sold for a lot of money in England. This money was used to buy food and supplies
· Pilgrims (present-day Massachusetts)

· Came to North America and settled at Plymouth to worship as they pleased
· Native Americans helped them learn to farm and survive
· Massachusetts Bay Colony (present-day Massachusetts)

· Puritans who came to North America to worship as they pleased
· Came prepared with many people, cattle, and with enough time to plant crops – very successful colony!

· There were 13 original colonies, each with its own history
· The colonies were grouped into regions based on their geography and economies
· The geography of a colony influenced the economy (how they made money)
New England Colonies
· Colonists and Native Americans had disagreements over who owned the land

· Most Native Americans were killed, enslaved, or they ran away to survive
· Farming was difficult
· Fishing industry – catching and selling fish (cod), whales caught and oil used to burn in lamps

· Shipbuilding industry – used trees to make ships
· Large families who grew or made everything they needed to survive
· Boys and men worked in fields, cared for animals, built and repaired things

· Girls and women made clothing, cooked food, made soap and candles, helped with planting and harvesting
Middle Colonies
· William Penn
· Quaker who wanted people to worship freely and live in peace
· Founded Pennsylvania (which means “Penn’s Woods”)
· Treated American Indians with respect, made treaties to live peacefully

· Philadelphia was built where two rivers met ( became a center of trade
· Was the largest city in all the colonies

· Explain why Benjamin Franklin was a well-known citizen in Philadelphia!
· Cities were centers of shipping and trade filled with merchants, shopkeepers, artisans (made products that people used in their daily life), and laborers
· People from many cultures and religions lived in Middle Colony cities
· Believed in religious tolerance – respect beliefs that are different than your own

· Indentured servants studied to learn a skill or business

· Worked for a number of years in exchange for the cost of a voyage to North America
· Climate and soil were excellent for farming

· Grew so much grain, became known as “the breadbasket”
· Colonists were free to make their own decisions about what to grow and how to make money – free market economy
Southern Colonies
· Fertile soil, Warm weather – long growing season, plenty of water
· Many farms and plantations, but fewer towns and cities

· Most families were backcountry farmers who worked on small farms
· Plantations were like small villages – planter’s house, stables, workshops, gardens, fields, worker’s houses
· Grew cash crops – people were willing to pay a lot of money for certain crops like cotton, tobacco and rice
· Used slaves and indentured servants as labor

· Built plantations on American Indians’ land ( conflicts 
· Slavery

· Slaves were bought and sold as property ( Families were separated
· Exhausting work, poor food, clothing, and shelter

· Punishments and harsh laws kept enslaved workers from running away
· Slaves formed close ties with each other to help each other survive the hardships

· Many slaves adopted Christianity after arriving in the colonies
Triangular Trade Route

· Colonies shipped fish, lumber and crops to Europe, Africa and West Indies
· The Colonies imported other goods like tea and spices from these areas
· Some people made money by selling human beings from Africa – slave trade
· Middle Passage – Disease, hunger, crowded, filthy, dangerous
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